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Producers with Individual Agriculture Risk
Coverage Reminded to Report Yields

Producers who elected Individual Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC-IC) are required to report yields annually to FSA. The
final date to report production from the prior crop year for
farms enrolled in ARC-IC is July 15. The ARC Program is an
income support program that provides payments when actual |
crop revenue declines below a specified guarantee level.

ARC-IC program payments are issued when the actual individual crop revenue for all
covered commodities planted on the ARC-IC farm is less than the ARC-IC guarantee for
those covered commaodities. ARC-IC uses producer’s certified yields, rather than county
level yields. ARC-IC payments are dependent upon the planting of covered commodities
on the farm. A producer’'s ARC-IC farm is defined as the sum of the producer’s interest in
all ARC-IC enrolled farms in the state. Producers with all farms enrolled in County
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage are not required to report production
from the prior crop year.

For more information contact your local USDA Service center or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers
Facing Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and
often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural producers.
Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may
suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help with
recovery.

J—

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal
Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance
agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock,
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk
management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or
trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a
program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records
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e Production records
e Vaccination records
e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification
Other Programs
The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can

assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore
damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit
needs. You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from
natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on

our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help
you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA
Service Center. Al_LUSDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic.

Eligibility for Nominations for the 2021 County
Committee Elections

i e The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service
S 2 = Agency (FSA) county committees are a critical component
i of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots
input and local administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural
producers responsible for the fair and equitable
administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local
decision making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative
areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and
hold office as a committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following
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requirements: (1) be a producer with an interest in farming or ranching operations, (2)
participate or cooperate in any FSA program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4)
be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the
county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be serving. A cooperating producer is
someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation(s) but
may not have applied or received FSA program benefits.

All nomination forms for the 2021 election must be postmarked or received in the local
USDA Service Center by Aug. 2, 2021. For more information on FSA county committee
elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office
as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for
Customers Impacted by COVID-19

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of
the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan provision, normally used
in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA
farm loans who are affected by COVID-19, and are
determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for
farmers who have already had one payment set aside
because of a prior designated disaster.

i L FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the
= | details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside authorities,
' which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating
loans, as well as explanations of the additional loan

SRS servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a
loan payment Set- AS|de borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local
FSA county office.

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or
extended up to twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-
aside will continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s
cashflow in the current production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities
for servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct
loan applicants and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to
discuss loan making and servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers
participating in FSA’s guaranteed loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender.
Information on these flexibilities, and office contact information, can be found on
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature.
Some services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which
provides access to the farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan
information and certain program applications and payments. Customers can track
payments, report completed practices, request conservation assistance and electronically
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sigh documents. Customers who do not already have an eAuth account can enroll at
farmers.gov/sign-in.

Conservation Efforts Continue on America's
Farms , Ranches Amid Challenging Year

The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service continued its conservation work
across the country despite a tough 2020 marked with a pandemic and several natural
disasters. The agency helped farmers, ranchers and forest landowners implement
conservation practices on their working lands, which help conserve natural resource such
as soil, water and wildlife as well as boost producers’ bottom lines. Additionally, NRCS
launched new online tools that increased the efficiency, effectiveness and delivery of
crucial programs.

This year, NRCS worked with producers and communities to:

e Develop more than 100,000 conservation plans.

e Co-invest $1.32 billion through the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) to put conservation practices on 10 million acres, as well as $507
million through the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) to put conservation
enhancements on 9.3 million acres.

e Enroll more than 430 new easements, totaling 230,000 acres, into the Agricultural
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP).

e Enter into over 420 agreements with local sponsors to cooperatively implement
emergency recovery measures through the Emergency Watershed Protection
Program (EWP) and obligated more than $251 million in EWP funds in FY 2020.

New Farmers.gov Conservation Concerns Tool
Provides Customized Support for America’s
Farmers and Ranchers

Are you interested in keeping your working land productive for years to come? Use
Natural Resources Conservation Service’s new Conservation Concerns Tool to learn
about conservation concerns that might impact your agricultural operation, then work with
us on solutions targeted to fit your business needs. This tool is available now on our
farmers.gov website, no login or account necessary.

With plain language and illustrative photos, the Conservation Concerns Tool provides a
walkthrough of more than 40 conservation concerns related to soil, water, plants, animals,
energy and air. Use the tool to create a list of resource concerns specific to your farm,
ranch, or working forest lands, then download or print your list to share with NRCS staff at
your local USDA Service Center.

We have a video available to walk you through the tool so you can see how it works.

The Conservation Concerns Tool is built to run on any modern browser such as Chrome,
Edge, Firefox, or Safari and is fully functional on mobile devices. Whether you work from
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your desktop at home or your smartphone in the field, this new tool offers personalized
conservation insights to meet the needs of 215t century agriculture.

Visit farmers.gov/conserve to learn about additional USDA resources available for your
working land.
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